CHAPTER XVII

HOG-HUNTING AND BIG GAME

HOG-HUNTING

HOG-HUNTING, more colloquially pig-sticking, is easily the
premier sport of India, being something fresher, newer, more
daring and more exciting than anything else, save perhaps
'walking up' a wounded tiger on foot. In the early days of
the Company the officers of regiments on the march are
constantly depicted as chasing the wild boar. There are
many charming old coloured prints, the legend in both
French and English depicting the sport, and always a march-
ing scarlet-clad column in the distance.

Hog-hunting, the chasing and killing of the wild boar,
is perhaps the greatest test of courage of horse and rider,
of skill and activity. Among its many merits it takes the
officer away from dusty polo and hockey ground and
puts him out in the countryside among the people. His
knowledge of the real folk of India who matter, of ground
generally, and of the rougher camp life are all improved
thereby.

The best time for pig-sticking is in the early hot weather
when all who camp have come to rough it in some sense,
India is covered with wild tracts of shrub and jungle, and
the wide beds of river covered with high grass, interspersed
with open spaces are the best of riding-grounds. The wild
pig is the peasants' great enemy. He is an astounding
destructive agent among root crops, his long tushes being
given him for digging rather than for battle. Shooting wild
pig is the protective action of the farmer, and the sport of
the baron and rajah, who love to have them beaten across
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